
| BHAVANI PRABHAKAR |
Chennai, Feb 14:

Chennai has the highest number 
of childhood cancer incidence in 
Tamilnadu and also in south of 
India. Across India, the city ranks 
second, only next to New Delhi.

This distressing bit of informa-
tion was provided by Adyar Cancer 
Institute tumour registry head, R 
Swaminathan. Speaking to News 
Today on World Childhood Cancer 
Day that is observed 15 February, 
he said, ‘On an average, every 
year, the city witnesses around 
250 new cases of cancer and in 
Tamilnadu the number comes up 
to 3,500 children. Blood cancer, in 
medical terms called leukemia, is 
common across the world and in 
children among the sub types, acute 
lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL) sees 
severe spike in children.’

The other common types in the 
State include lymphomas, brain, 
eye, kidney and bone cancers. While 
60 per cent of tumour in children 
is constituted by ALL, the rest 40 
per cent would be the other kinds, 
he explained.

Explaining about the high inci-
dence of ALL, Swaminathan stated, 
‘For every one lakh population, 14 
children are diagnosed with leuke-
mia in metropolitan cities and eight 
for one lakh people in the rural 
areas of the country. Going State-
wise, of the total count, 300 cases 
can be children with blood cancer.’

However, he attributes the ris-
ing number of cases in cities to 
the availability of instruments for 
cancer diagnosis and lack or not 
well-developed facilities in tier-2 
and tier-3 cities.

Speaking about the condition, 
Cancer Institute assistant profes-

sor and pediatric oncologist, Dr 
Venkat Radhakrishnan, said, ‘The 
reason remains unknown which 
hampers prevention. All over the 
world, healthcare experts are 
researching to identify the cause. 
At present, the country is just 
equipped to diagnose and offer 
treatment. Children with blood 
cancer are put under chemotherapy 
for three years.’

About awareness in the city, he 
stated that it differs. ‘There are 
a few who come forward in the 
beginning stage and there are also 
patients who try out alternative 
medicines and consult oncologists 
during the later stages. Assessment 
is diffi cult, but there is certainly 
delay,’ pointed out the doctor.

The doctor stated that blood can-
cer exhibits generic symptoms that 

make it diffi cult to identify, and 
added, ‘Prolonged fever, anaemia, 
bleeding from gums and enlarge-
ment of lymph nodes are a few of 
the signs of blood cancer.’

Speaking about the cases in 
Egmore Institute of Child Health 
(ICH) and Hospital for Children, 
director, Dr A T Arasar Seeralar, 
said, ‘In 2018, the hospital had 
about 120 ALL and 35 acute my-
eloid leukemia (AML) patients. 
The survival of ALL was about 
30-40 per cent, for AML immedi-
ate survival was about 50 per 
cent. However, a majority of the 
patients entered relapse within a 
year or two.’

Oncologists state that ALL is 
totally curable if the patient is 
brought at the right time to the 
right centre as there are eight to 
10 well-equipped regional cancer 
centres in Tamilnadu.
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TACKLING FEAR
In addition to chemotherapy, the facility provides chemoport for 
children who fear to undergo the traditional procedure due to pain.
On it, ICH’s Pediatric Oncologist, Dr Aruna, said, ‘For administering 
chemotherapy, it has to be done through the veins; however, chil-
dren are afraid of syringes as they have to undergo the procedure 
often. In the other method, it is surgically implanted which makes 
it easier for the patients to cope with the treatment.’
The facility was inaugurated 2018 and currently 20-25 children are 
under chemoport treatment. 

|NT Bureau|
Chennai, Feb 14:

Offi cials of Directorate of Vigilance and Anti-Cor-
ruption (DVAC) arrested an Assistant Executive 
Engineer of Tamilnadu Electricity board and one 
more person this morning on charges of accepting 
a bribe of Rs 1 lakh for giving commercial electric-
ity connection.

Based on the complaint from a sub-contractor 
of a builder, Thillairaj, the DVAC laid a trap and 
caught them red handed. They have been identifi ed 
as Assistant Engineer Jose Alwyn and other person 

Murugaselvam. The offi cials also conducted a 
search at the engineer’s Virugambakkam residence.

The complainant alleged that Murugaselvam 
demanded Rs 2.50 lakh excluding the government 
fee of total Rs 42,000 to provide six new three-
phase electrical connections for a newly constructed 
commercial building in Esplanade. The offi cial de-
manded the money as an advance before submitting 
the applications. The duo were produced before a 
special Judge.

CHENNAI LEADS IN KIDS 
WITH BLOOD CANCER

�� It is curable if detected in the early stages, say experts

Murder accused 
fl ees from cops

|NT Bureau|
Chennai, Feb 14:

A rowdy accused in a mur-
der case in 2016 escaped 
from police custody at Pe-
rungalathur GST Road on 
Wednesday.

According to sources, the ac-
cused Ganesh alias ‘Thondhi’ 
Ganesh (26), a native of Ra-
japalayam worked as a lorry 
driver in the Korukkupet 
a few years ago. In 2016, he 
was arrested for the murder 
of a woman identifi ed as Lak-
shmi. Subsequently, he was 
lodged in Madurai Central 
Prison.

On Wednesday, he was 
brought to the Mahila court 
on Madras High Court cam-
pus. By evening, after the 
proceedings got over, the 
policemen decided to take 
him back to Madurai prison 
by bus. When the bus reached 
Perungalathur GST Road, 
Ganesh escaped.

Peerkankaranai police have 
launched a search for him.

New Delhi, Feb 14 (PTI): 
Let your mind’s ‘web 

browser’ be ‘loose’, ‘down-
load’ competencies and 
life skills, ‘firewall’ all 
distractions while con-
centrating on studies and 
treat exams as URLs of 
your lives, is the  message 
CBSE Chairman Anita 

Karwal has for students ahead of board exams.
The CBSE Class 12 exams are beginning on 

Friday and will conclude on 3 April, while Class 
10 exams will begin on 21 February and end on 
29 March. Seeking to connect with students in the 
tech lingo they are so familiar with, the CBSE chief 
said, ‘Face your books and ‘insta’ your studies and 
let the hashtag ‘studentunstoppable’ trend’.

CBSE Class 12 exams 
from tomorrow

New Delhi, Feb 14:
A Supreme Court bench comprising justices 

AK Sikri and Ashok Bhushan today differed on 
who would have the power to post and transfer 
bureaucrats, the Anti-Corruption Bureau and 
appointment of inquiry commissions etc in Delhi. 
The two top judges of the top court - Justice AK 
Sikri and Justice Ashok Bhushan - gave a split 
verdict on the jurisdiction of Centre or Delhi 
government over appointment and transfer of 
bureaucrats in Delhi.

One of the two top judges dealing with the 
issue said that the Delhi government has all 
powers, except on matters related to land and 
policing.

Justice AK Sikri held that transfers or posting of 
Joint Secretary and offi cers of above rank are in 
the domain of the LG while other offi cers fall under 
Delhi Government.However, in case of difference of 
opinion, the view of Delhi LG will prevail. The Anti 
Corruption Bureau will come under the LG, Justice 
Sikri said in his order.

SC delivers split verdict on  
control of services in Delhi

AUTOMOBILE PRODUCTS OF INDIA LIMITED 
  Regd. Off. , 63A,North Phase, SIDCO Industrial Estate, Ambattur, Chennai, Tamil Nadu -  Pin : 600 098.

CIN No.L34103TN1949PLC055488
EXTRACT OF UNAUDITED FINANCIAL RESULTS FOR THE QUARTER AND NINE MONTHS ENDED 31ST DECEMBER, 2018

(Rupees in Lacs)

  Quarter Ended  Nine months Ended Quarter ended Year Ended

  31-12-2018  31-12-2018 31-12-2017 31-03-2018

 
PARTICULARS

 (Unaudited) (Unaudited) (Unaudited) (Audited)
Total Income from operations   29.00   38.44   8.49   211.73 
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1  Total income from operations  753.05  1575.01  802.11  1650.26 
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RAJESWARI INFRASTRUCTURE LIMITED
(A Construction & Infrastructure Company)

(CIN:L72300TN1993PLC024868)
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                                        Particulars year ending year ending ended 31.12.2017
 31.12.2018 31.12.2018 
Total income from operations (net)  7.50   20.09   3.39 
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(A Joint Venture of TCIL, Govt.of India Enterprise & TIDCO, Govt.of Tamilnadu Enterprise)
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   (Unaudited) (Unaudited) (Audited)
Total income from Operations  -     160,689   160,689 
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TNEB engineer 
caught in DVAC trap

Another fi re
mishap in Delhi
New Delhi, Feb 14:

A fi re broke out at 
Archies greeting card 
factory in the Narai-
na Industrial area in 
west Delhi today at 
around 7:15 am. 

According to the fi re 
department, the blaze 
spread rapidly to the 
top fl oors. 


